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Docket  Management F a c i l i t y  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
400  Seventh Street ,  SW 
Nassif Building, Room PL-401 
Washington, D.C. 20590-001 

ATTENTION: Steven Keatzke 
Docket Management 

0 

SUBJECT: Dan Hill & Associates 
Request For Permanent Exemption 
From FMVSS No. 224 Docket 
NO. NHTSA-03-14396 -& 

Gentlemen: 

Gateway Equipment Corp. has been t h e  Flow Boy dealer in upstate 
N e w  York for  over 20 years. We provide Flow Boy Trailers to 
hot m i x  asphalt producers, and asphalt paving contractors, to 
deliver hot m i x  asphalt to asphalt paving machines. 

The Flow Boy Trailer by design is a single purpose trailer, to 
discharge directly into asphalt pavers. It represents less t han  
-05% of the trailers sold in the  United States annually. It is 
utilized in individual loca ls  to deliver hot mix asphalt from 
h o t  mix asphalt production p l a n t s  t o  an asphalt paver at the 
construction site. 

The average time spent on a public highway is very brief, as the 
hot  mix a s p h a l t  is produced @ 290°F and cannot be allowed to 
cool before  discharge i n t o  t h e  asphalt paver. 

The unique Flow Boy T r a i l e r  design t o  interface and to discharge 
directly i n t o  an asphalt paver  makes it virtually impossible to 
meet standard 224. In the unlikely chance of a motor vehicle's 
rear end collision w i t h  a Flow Boy Trailer, t h a t  vehicle would 
have o n l y  3 3 "  forward movement to t h e  Flow Boy's rear axle. That 
fact, and the limited number of Flow Boy Trailers i n  use, would 
seem sufficient evidence for permanent relief f r o m  compliance 
with Standard No. 224. 
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Our Flow Boy customers in New York ,  utilizing the Flow Boy 
Trailers: hundreds of public agencies who prefer  the 
utilization of the safer Flow Boy Discharge Type Trailers on 
their asphalt paving operations; and a l l  our employees, a l l  
support  Dan H i l l  & Associates' request for permanent relief from 
Safe ty  Standard No. 224. 

V e r y  tr yours, 

UIPWNT C O W .  
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